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Lritish Merchant Vessels or Escap-
ing From Men of War

L much has been written
noconnection with the. cen-

tenary of the War of 1812
wut the naval operations
iwgle, little attention has

the American privateers-
me war, who captured 1,345
he enemy and made pris-
fewer than 25,000 Dritish
suldiers on the high seas,

ng was attended by hard
lnocks, frequently by hard
conerally with hard tack, In
very serious business.
of the perils and priva-
I time privateersman was

Jured before they finally shook off thelr
foe,

But then the stranger might net each
| man in the privateer a snug fortunec.

TT'"" was the feeling that persisted in

forcing Itself uppermost in the minds
of the privateersmen. Had not the
14 gun schooner Gov, Tompking of New
York in one short eruise in the Engiish
Channel taken three vesscls valued at
$500,000?7 Had not that wretched little
schooner Thomas of New lHampshire
#eized five craft valued at $600,000,
while the Rattlesnoke of slow going
Philadelphia had sent into port $1,000.000
worth of prizes? Aud hul not the Rossie
of Baltimore in n criise of only ninety

liis grim sense of humor

days reallzed $1,500.000, while the Rhode

A =ea parallel of this is had in the ac-
tion between the Saucy Jack and the
Pelham, an American eighteen pound
shot demolishing one of the Chesapenkes
Shannon plctures in the Pelham’s cabin,

I"ossibly the most unwelcome “cargo”
captured in this war was found in the
hold of the brig Nerina, an American
craft which railed from Newry, Ireland,
before it was known that war had
broken out.  Arriving off the New Eng-
land coast the Nerina was captured
Ly o British erulser, and the American
erew was taken aboard the man of
war. A Dritish prize crew was put
uboard the Nerina with orders to make
for Halifax,  After the cruiser had been
dropped out of sight the curiosity of
the RBritish prize master got the better

hold to take a look at the ecargo, and

incidentally to appropriate any stray
article of wvalue that happencd to be

Island Yankee in her six cruises seized

Iyving around loose,

of his judgment, and he opensd the | held

turbed by the sttanger's actions, as he
wag confident of outsailing her. His
confidence quickly evaporated under
| the heat of the pursult, which, 1o use
[ his own words, became “too hot for
l comfore.”

Extreme measgures were resorted to in
the hope of increasing the privateer's
speed, Iler puee was  substantially
quickened, but somehow or other that
fumbering frigate persisted in gaining.
Finally Nlchofs was compelled to throw
overboard every movable article on his
craft, even to the ballast and twelve
of his fourteen guns. The last two would
have been sacrificed too, had they not
heen needed (o balance his overstralned
craft. But  =till  that exasperating
frigate continued to gain, and finally
the Decatur, stripped of almost
everything of value in her, anug under
her guns.

It was then that Nichols learnea that

the frizate was not an enemy’s, but the

Nova Scotian coaster Mary, laden with
dry goods, sailed from B8t. John for
Castine escorted by a heavily armed
schooner

That was just too slow for her fiying heels
And just tow big to whip,

The Cadet's commander was discreet
as well as valorous, and realizing that
he had no chance In a fight, he kept the
two craft in sight In the hope that some
turn in the wheel of fortune would
prove to his advantage. ITe did not
have long to walt, for when only a
few hours out of Bt. John the convoy
mct the privateer Charles Stewart, Capt,
. Purcell of Doston, which promptly
began an actlon with the escorting
schooner.

Just as the Charles Stewart seemed
to be getting the better of the fight a
fifth safl appeared on the scene, which
urcell took to be a British eruiser, and
he immediately made sail In escape,
This stranger, however, proved to be

the bulldog by salling “under her nose
at long halls” and In other Impudent
ways tempting her into a hopeless chase
until, observing that the Dominica was
wafe, he lald his clipper schooner out tor
a long thrash Into the teeth of the wind
~—the Bwaggerer thundering arter her,
As If to give additional zest to the
chase a sall loomed up ahead of the
Comet and, changing his course slightly,
Boyle captured the Dritish schooner
Jane from Demerara for 8t. Thomas,
laden with rum, sugar and coffee. The
“lumbering efforts of the still pursuing
Bwaggerer,” says the record, “to reach
the swift privateer only afforded amuse-
ment to our officers, and after coolly
traneferring the prisoners to his own

ship and placing Prize Master Wild and

\Brilliant Exploits on the High Seas—
Queer Cargoes Among the Rich
Spoils Brought Into Port

caused him some anslety. He notleed
that she seemed Lo be communicating
with her consorts in an authorltative
manner, that she had boarding nettings
aimost up to her tops and that she car-
tled something on her deck that re-
sembled a merchantman’s boat. This
“something” wns a heavy gun con-
cealed under a boat, for the stranger
was none other than the fast Britlsh
frignte Laurel, which had been fitted
out expresely to cope with the Ameri-
can forty-four gun frigates.

But Bhaler knew nothing of all this.
He believed that she wns a large trans-
port. Nevertheless he approached with
due cautlon, Gainlng o position to
windward, where he had the advantagoe
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tvering was not devold of !
‘ Puations This, ut leasi,
t thut Yankee ekipper thought

ran alongside a supposed huge |
and ordered her to!
win her colors.  The huge East |
n proved to be an English line |
Hipoin disguise. On making
«rv, the American privateers-
isly sald: 3
f vou won't haul down your |
wiul down mine”
s« of a similar nature
master of the heavily armed |
rhantman Hassan at the |
the War of 1512 when ('.I]r-!
American privateer l'uull
srchibald Taylor of New
I'uul Jones was pierced for
but  although clearing
with her full complement
she had only three cannon
i the other hand, the Hassan
rt with her full urnmmc-nt!
cannon but with a crew of
men,  Obviously the law |
o0 demand required the ves-
t—and they did.
be no questlon about the
inlsm of the aul Jones's
for on this occasion he
me of bluff with appropri-
To give the Paul Jones
nee of a fully armed ship,
1 some of her spare masts
th of guns, palnted them
mounting them on buckets,
cut of his empty ports as
imitations of heavy ord-
ipt. Archle then fllled his
the superfluous men and
master of the Hassan as
Lo to surrender at the first |
'l Americans then helped |
“uch of the enemy’'s guns
nted and went on thelr way
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ult ot the present day to
feverish anxiety with
prvateersman of a century
el 4 strange sail on the
His mind was racked he-
d of stumhling into a snare
e of maxing a rich prize.
o decoy frigates were con-
s thonghts and go were in-
fortune in a

the

I securing o
necr might have unsuspected
She might be full

cotncenled  bhelow, as Capt,
L oof the little six gun pri-
v Jack of Charleston dis-
«n be attempted to bhoard the
b ship Voleano on October
T South Carolinans ex-
IMicnlty in getting back to
rutt guickly enough,  Indeed

telence,

{ of hidden dangers having been dispelied |

Diritish property to the value of £5.000 - |
v ? Note how your old time privateers-
man  always  used figures denoting
wealth in the ascending seale,

It was with such conflicting visions
f hidden danger and fabulous wealth
that the crew of the famous American
privateer America, in one of her several
cruises, overhauled a gtrange sail which
proved to be the dignimed English
trader Falcon.  There was an air of
respectability about this eraft that gave
promise of a rich cargo and the Yankees
hoarded in eager expectancy, The fear

they proceeded to investigate the cargo.

But  instead of finding her hold |
Jammed with costly East Indin wares
or salable English goods the captors
found that she was stocked with Bibles
and Testaments printed in the English
and Duteh languages, forwarded for dis-
tributlon at the Cape of Good Hope by
the British and Foreign Bible Society,
It is to be fearcd that some of the
hardy tars in the privateer did not
really appreciate the value of this cargo
Anyway, it was not valueless finan-
cially, for the Faleon was sent into
Bath, Me, and the hooks were sold to
the Bible Society of Massachusetts for
the nominal gum of twenty cents to the
pound saterling.

Singular, indeed, were some of the
cargoes ransacked by American  pri-
vateersmen in 1812215, One of the

prizes of the Governor Tompking was
the ship Nereid, taken off the Madeiras,
from London for DBuenos Ayres. S8She
was laden with 250 bales of dry goods,
263 packages and trunks of the same,
150 casks, hogsheads and  tierces  of
hardware and jewelry; B69 bundles of
iron hoops, 830 bars of iron and a quan-
tity of coal, the entire cargo belng val-
ued at 75,000 pounds sterling.”

Some of the other forms of wealth
that greeted the eyes of the old time
privateersmen were brimstone, sulphur,
rags, sugar, molasses, ruin, wine, jerked
beef, flour. Turkish carpets, tar, silks,
fish, spices, nankeens, horses, tobuceo,
negro slaves, cocoa, coffee, gurrahs,
lumber, osnaburgs, ballast, Madras
handkerchiefs, bed ticks, gold dust,
ivory, gin, India shawls, &. When the
Baucy Jack, in 1814, captured the Dirit-
ish ship Pelham our sailors beeame the

| man of war in 1814,

THE TURNING POINT

It seems that the Nerina had about

fifty Americans aboard as passengers,
who on the approach of the crulser
had sccreted themselves In the hold
and had been ove swolied in the hasty

search of the birig.  As the unsuspect-

ing prize master opened the hatches
leading to the haeld these Americans
jumped  on deck.  overpowered  the

Biritish prizc crew and brought the brig
into New London,

This episode. however, was nothing as
compared to the ruse perpetrated by
Capt.  George  Coggeshall of Rhode
Island on the commander of a Dritish
The English newa-
papers of the day denounced it as na
“mean, lowdown Yankee trick,” and,
really, it was cruel

Coggeshall, in command of the for-
midable privateer, David Porter, had
heen compelled to gail from the French

port of La Teste before he had ab-
tained a supply of provisions, as n
Liritish Mleet was expected to blockade
that port at any moment. Scarcely

had the David I'orter gained an offing
when a British frigate chased her so
hard that Coggeshall was compelled to
heave overboard his ballast and most
of his casks of water before he effected
his escape. On the following day he
found himself at sea in the Day of
Discay with starvation staring his crew
in the face.

Al this juncture he fell in with eight
Diritish  merchant vessels, which had
become separated from their convoying
war craft, Capturing four of these
vessels, Coggeshall soon had the David
Porter well stocked with provisions, in-
cluding many luxuries, such as “hutter,
hioms, cheese, potatoes, porter, &c."
with which the provident British skip-
per of that period knew well how to

supply himself,

During the night the same Dritlsh
frignte that had chased Coggeshall t.e
day before drew near again and re-
sumaed the pursult, The American
skipper now ordered all his prizes to

holst lanterns, while he, extingulshing
all lights, disappeared in the darkness,
“Very soon after this" records Cogge.=
hall, I heard the frigate firlng at her
unfortunate countrymen, while we were
partaking of an excellent supper at
their expense.”

As a rule the old time privateer ¢om-

proud possessors of a plpe organ and
a pano,

This Pelham was an exceptlonally
fine ship. Besides her musical outfit a
Charleston newspaper of that day re-
corded that “her ecabin is hung round
with a great variety of large and ele-
gunt colored naval prints in rich gilt
frames, among whlch was a representa-
tion of the engagement between  thee

- were killed and fifteen in-

Chesapeake and the Shannon In two

| mander was a thoronghly self-contained
{man; seldom glving expression to his
cmotions,  He enjoyed a jole In a
[ “trictly moderate degree and was known
to get angry on rare occaslons. One of
| these rare occasions happened to Capt,
Nichols of Newburyport, Mass.,, when he
commanded the fast privateer Decatur.

O the night of August 18, 1812, when
{crulsing north of Bermuda, the Decatur

IN A BATTLE OF PRIVATEERS A 'HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

which on the following day fought and
captured the Dritish frigate Guerricre
After It wag all over and Nichols nad
recoversd command of his etotions he
remarked that he might

that none
have overtaken him in a falr ‘un to
leeward. It was in reference to this

incident that Rowan Stevens, son of the
late Rear Admiral Thomas Holdup
Stevens, wrote:

Our ship fell in with a sloop-o'-war,

A Yankee privateer;

We hailed for news and the sloop hove to
And off her skipper came

And boarded ug in a leaky yawl

With his wrathful cheek aflame.

In like manner Capt. David Maffitt of
the Baltimore privateer Atlas lost the
fruits of his most successful cruise.
After a hard fought action the Atlas
on August 5, 1812, captured the heavily
armed and richly laden English
chant vessels PPursuit and Planter far
out on the Atlantic. In the course of
a month the Atlas with her two prizes
worked her hazardous way westward
and drew near the American coast.

Maflitt was heginning to congratulate
himself on having successfully run the
gantlet of British crulsers when, early
on the morning of September 2, a pro-
voking frigate loomed up on his hor!-
zon and caused the Americans to be-
come exceedingly busy.
hopelessness of fighting, Maflitt re-
sorted to the usual course of dividing
his forces in the expectation that the
stranger would devote her attention to
the fast sailing privateer. Accord-
ingly the Pursuit was ordered to tack
southward, the Planter northward,
while the Atlas placed herself temjpt-
ingly In the course of the oncoming
frigate,

This was a programme that had been
successfully carried out many times by
American privateers in this war, the
fight loving Dritisher almost invariably
singling out the most formidable look-
ing eraft and in a futile pursuit of the
fast railing privateer giving her prizes
the desired opportunity of escape. But
in this instance the stranger was more
discerning, and with unspeakable grief
Maftitt saw the Planter recaptured.

Knowing that now he could do noth-
ing but geck his own safety, Maffitt re-
turned to port with the story of his loss,
Some weeks afterward he learned that
the strange frigate which so persistently
refused to obey well established pre-
cedents was none other than the cele-
brated Eesex, Capt. David Porter, then
merrily starting on her cruise in the
Pucific which made her famous.

It was in the autumn of 1814 that

was chased by a large ship which gave

the shrewd commander of the little

mer- |

Realizing the

Portland, Me, and she took up the
action  with  the convoying schooner
|

| where the Charles Btewart had left off.

(But the Englishman proved too heavy

have knawn | for the Cumberland and she was glad |
bt a Yankee frigate cou. 1410 escape in a badly mussed up condi-

Ction,
' Meantime the erafty Cadet had been
'watching the battle from afar off. Also
‘!-‘l'lt- hiad been edging cloger to the Mary
and finally, observing that the escorting
schooner was fully occupied with the
[ Cumbertand, the Cadet pounced upon
the unprotected coaster and carried her
into Thomaston,
| Smaller even than the Cadet and
, much older was the thirty ton privateer
!l’:nmu-. Capt. Green of Salem., This
‘(-I‘.nfl. on October 11, 1812, entered 13os-
| ton harbor after a cruise of only fifteen
l-lu:.'s with five prizes bearing a singular
|#erles of names as follows: Four Sons,
! Four Brothers, Three Sisters, Detsey
| Ann and Delight. Apparently the Fame
had captured the whole blessed famlily.
The favorite trick of the Amerleans
of tempting the enemy’'s warships into
n chage of their swift salling craft and
g0 diverting attentlon from thelr prizes
wag plaved In characteristic style by
{Capt, Thomas Boyle of the Baltimore
l]"l'i\'ﬂll'l‘l‘ Comet in February, 1813, The
| Comet, while crulging off the lsland of
lh't. John's in the West Indies captured
||h-- Britleh packet Dominica of Liver-

pool, from Demerara bound for 8t
Thomas, As the Amerlcans took posses-
glon  the English crulser Bwaggerer

hove In sight.

Instructing hisg men in the Dominica
to make the best of their way througrh
the passage between the Islands of St
John's and 8t. Thomas, Capt. Boyle
boldly advanced toward the Bwaggerer
with astentations profMers of battle, Not
that he Intended his craft to become an
casy prey of the powerful Britisher, for
he realized that he was opposed to hope-
legs odds, but he wished to divert the
enemy's attentlon from the unprotected
packet until that craft had made good
her escape,

Fleguratively speaking, Capt. Doyle
tossed off his hat, ripped off his coat,
threw out his chest, rolled up his
sleeves, lubricated his hands, executed a
nuutical war dance and dared the other
fellow to come on, Indeed, 8o far as ex-
ternal appearances went, the privateers-
man was falrly panting for a flicht and
only needed a few bvetanders whom he
could Implore: “Hold me or I'll kil him"
to complete the pleture,

Evidently the Comet's fiehting attl-
tude sulted the Bwaggerer, for she In-
creased her somewhat elumsy eMorts to
galn gpeed. Novie éncournged this harm-
lesa ambitlon so far as to permit the
Englishman to come within long gun-
shot. Then he proceeded to tantallze
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good Old Tronsides, Capt. Isaac Hull, " Ametican privatecr Cumberland of | six men aboard the Jane with instruc-

tions to go through the passage between
Tortola .and 8t. John's, Capt. Boyle re-
sumed hisg course and soon ran his en-
raged pursuer out of sight,”

This was the Capt. Lioyle who, In the
following year while in command of the
privateer Chasseur, had the audacity to
dause a notice to be posted in Lloyd's
Coffee House, London, declaring that he
had blockaded the entire United King-
dom, Hlis proclamation began as fol-
lows:

Whereas It has become customary with
the Admirals of Great Britain command-
ing smalil forces on the coast of the United
States to declare all the coast of the sald
I'nited States in a state of strict and
rigorous blockade without possessing the
power to justify such a declaration or sta-
tioning an adequate force to maintain sald
blockade,

Therefore T do by virtue of the power
and authority in me vested, possessine
sufficlent force [the single privateer Chas-
seur] declare all the ports, harbors, bays,
crecks, rivers, inlets, outlets, islands and
goaconst of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland in a state of strict
and rigorous blockade.

But even Capt, Boyle could be over-
confident, as was shown In an experi-
ence he had with the English war
schooner 8t. Lawrence in February,
1815, As the 8t. Lawrence on sighting
the Chasseur showed every disposition
fo avold a conflict, Boyle belleved that
she was merely a merchant ship bound
for Havana and undoubtedly was poorly
armed, Indeed so anxlous was the
stranger to escape that, in her efforts
to carry a greater press of sail, her
foretopmast was shattered. As the
Chasseur drew near the confldence of
the privateersmen was increased by the
fact that very few men were seen on
the enemy's decks,

All these clreumstances led Capt

lovle to belleve that he would make
cagy capture of thls vessel, so he dis-
pensed with the usual preparations for
hattle, When within plstol shot, how-

ever, the Bt Lawrence unmasked ten
guns to a slde and poured in a de-
structive fire, and in an Instant her

decks and rizeing were swarming with
men, who had bheen concealed. For once

the wily American privateersman had
been caught napplng.  Belleving  that
thelr best chance was at close quar-

ters, the Americans maintained a furio®s

action for fifteen minutes and carrled
the 8t Lawrence by boarding, the
enemy  having forty men  killed or

wounded and the Americans thirteen,
Farller In the war Capt. Nathaniel
Shaler of New York found also that 1t
was very easy to fall over the brink of
extreme audacity. On Christmas Day,
1812, while In command of the privateer
Governor Tompkins, he fell in with
one of which

three English vessels,

of thrashing Into the wind If pursued,
he approached  the Laurel, When
nearly within gunshot a squall, from
just the wrong direction, came up and
blew  the privateer directly Into the
open arms of the frigate,

Evidently the frigate's people were
as surprised at this unexpected result
as the privateersman, for, although
they had the Governor Tompkins com-
pletely at their mercy, they fired amid
such confusion that most of their shot
went wild It was fully half an hour
before the privateer, by making short
tacks, head on to the wind, got away
from “one of the most quarrelsome
companions that I ever met,” as Capt.
Shaler grimly expressed it,

A pleasing feature of privateering
in the War of 1812 was the cordlality
with which some of the American and
English commanders met after hostill-
tles ceased. Few private armed craft
caused so much havoc in British com-
merce as the America of Balem. Dur-
ing the war she secured twenty-six
prizes, their cargoes realizing on sale
$1,100,000, while the amount of the
enemy's property she destroyed at sea
wus represented by a much larger sum.
She was chased many times by English
crulsers, but always managed to es-
capme,

During her third and fourth cruises
she was commanded by Capt. James
Chever, Jr. Some years after the war
Chever, then commanding a merchant-
man, was In the harbor of Valparaiso,
where he became acquainted with Bir
lames Thompeon of the British war-
ship Dublin, which craft at the time
of the War of 1812 had been fitted
out especlally for the purpose of cap-
furing Yankee privateers.

One day when Capt, Chever was din-
ing with 8ir James the latter remarked
that on a certain occasion, just at dusk,
he was almost within gunshot of the
America, the vessel he was especially
anxlous to capture, as she had done so
much damage to British commerce, but
that by daylight on the following morn-
ing she was n mere speck on the hor-
izon—so0 badly had she outsailed the
Dublin during the night,

“And by the way,” continued BSir

James Y1 wonder
|commanded  the

| eruise 2"

| Capt. Chever admitted that he was
| the man, whereupon “Bir James laughed
and said that he wished that he
(Chever) had been a8 near to him then
'un he was now and assured him that
Lif eaptured he would have been kindly
treated and made comfortable, Capt.
Chever smiled and replied that, in epite
,of his unquestioned hospitality, he had
(felt much more at home on hoard the
| America,”

if you know who
America on that

e
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